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Summary

Taking decision about surgical therapy on a functioning ear
is always problematic. According to the scientific literature
cochlear implantation is preferable before stapedoplastic in
case of combination of unilateral sensorineural severe (IV
grade) hearing loss with otosclerosis. Tympanoplastic treatment
is indicated when there is combination of unilateral severe
deafness with chronic purulent otitis media of another ear.

We had restrained operating only-functioning ear unless it
was related to life- threatening complications (intracranial
complications: otogenic meningitis, mastoiditis, cholesteatomal
disease) before starting cochlear implementation. Since 1999 we
changed our approach to this issue. Patient must be informed
about possible complications of otosclerosis and tympanoplastic
surgery in both cases; Objective audiological tests must be used
on the side sensorineural severe (fourth grade) hearing loss. If
the data after examination meet the requirement of cochlear
implantation, all information about the risks of the operation
as well as post-operational complications would be delivered
to patient. Stapedoplasic or timpanoplastic strategy is planned
only after getting patient’s informed consent.

Since 1999 only 5 operations have been done using prescribed
methodology on the only-functioning ear : two stapedoplatic
and three timpanoplastic - out of total 1510 conducted operations
(580 — stapedoplastic and 930 timpanoplastic therapy). In all
five cases the outcomes were positive.
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