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DIFFUSE PURULENT PERITONITIS IN CHILDREN:
DILEMMA IN CONCLUDING DIAGNOSIS

David Butkhuzi, Archil Chelidze, Mikheil Gurgenadze, Paata Paatishvili, Zurab Zambakhidze
"Rustavi Central Hospital" JSC
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Resume The present paper deals with the two cases of diffuse purulent peritonitis which developed almost simultaneously in two
children, who were siblings. Both cases managed with urgent surgery and subsequent parenteral antibacterial therapy.
Similar cases could be related to enteral disease of various infectious etiology or chronic inflammatory conditions such
as Crohn'’s disease. In our cases no definite infectious agent was identified in peritoneal fluid culture and final pathology
proved negative for Crohn'’s. In both cases treatment was directed at an emergency resolution of peritonitis, in a more
severe case in accordance with the principles of damage control. In one of the patients temporary enterostomy was put in
place and subsequently reconstructed.

The question as to whether the simultaneous occurrence of acute peritonitis in the two siblings was a pure coincidence or
familial cases of common infectious disease remain unresolved. Either way, peritonitis should be managed in accordance to
the established standards of emergency surgery, which involves brief preoperative preparation, adequate surgical inter-
vention aimed af resolution of pathological loci, which can be executed either in a single session or in a stepwise approach

according to a clinical course.
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