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ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY AS THE KEY TO EXTRACARDIAC SURGICAL DIAGNOSIS
(CASE REPORT)
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Resume Incidental extracardiac findings (ECFs) are mainly described and studied by cardiac imaging studies such as cardiac com-
puted tomography and cardiac magnetic resonance imaging, however, the literature on the role of complete transthoracic
echocardiography (TTE) in such cases is very sparse. In this article, the authors present two clinical cases in which routine
echocardiographic examination revealed other various surgical pathologies and incidental findings became indications
for surgical intervention.

The first case refers to a 63-year-old woman who, during a routine echocardiographic examination, found a large round-
oval shaped multi-sectional, septate structure, it was a giant-sized liver hydatid cyst - liver echinococcus. The patient
underwent a successful surgical operation.

The second case concerns a 56-year-old man with angina-type pain, episodes of presyncope, and atrial extrasystoles.
Echocardiography showed a hyperechoic mass ascending the left atrium (LA) posteriorly. Diaphragmatic esophageal her-
nia was suspected, which was confirmed by appropriate radiological examination. The patient underwent a successful
laparoscopic fundoplication operation, after which the patient's complaints disappeared.

Incidental echocardiographic extracardiac findings in the clinical cases we presented led to new diagnoses, referral of
patients to surgeons, and consequently, changed treatment strategy.

Therefore, it is very important to train, increasing knowledge, focusing on extracardiac manifestations of echocardiogra-
phy and establishing appropriate guidelines for conducting a comprehensive study. It is especially important to perfect the
echocardiographic studies performed for the assessment of cardiac risks before non-cardiac surgery.

Keywords: extracardiac manifestations, echocardiography, non-cardiac surgery
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